
 

 

Providing services to more than 300 destinations in 124 countries globally with the title 
of the fastest growing air cargo brand in the world, Turkish Cargo carries out direct 
cargo flights to 85 destinations with its dedicated freighters in addition to flag carrier 
Turkish Airlines’ cargo capacity. 

With its fleet comprising of 338 aircraft (airliners and freighters), Turkish Cargo carried 
1.4 million tons of cargo in 2018, during which the air cargo sector showed an increase 
of 2.2 percent, and remained among the top 8 air cargo brands by achieving a 21.7 
percent increase in cargo sales. (Air Cargo Market Data - WACD) 

Turkish Cargo continues its successful operations in terms of live animal transportation 
in compliance with the Animal Transportation Association (IATA) regulations and 
international standards through all processes of the transport. Organizations that 
operate world-wide with an aim to transport live animals in a safe and healthy way are 
being supported in accordance with the above mentioned regulations.  

The Transportation of live animal on Turkish Cargo requires a CITES (The Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) permit 
certificate and live animals are accepted on the condition that the zoo or government 
authorities bring them to rehabilitation centers.   

Signing the "Buckingham Palace Declaration" on 7 November 2017 to prevent the 
illegal trade of wild animals and to raise awareness on this specific topic across the 
industry, Turkish Airlines has held the "Seminar on Preventing the International Animal 
Trafficking" with IATA and United for Wildlife.  

Held with the main aim of raising awareness on live animal trafficking and on the 
population of endangered species, the seminar focused on the mission to prevent illegal 
trade of wild animals and products. To extend the collaboration between Turkish Cargo 
and United for Wildlife, the 'United for Wildlife Coordination Group' has been  

created and all initiatives taken towards the prevention of wild life are being shared 
with the employees of the entity. 

All the terms to be considered when transporting live animals and the conditions of 
admission to transport are shared in the documents drawn up by the Training Academy 
of our company and through the trainings provided regularly to our employees. 

Turkish Cargo is committed to complete the "IAA CEIV Live Animal Certification" 
process, initiated to achieve quality standards in collaboration with IATA, in 2019. 



Turkish Cargo has signed various agreements to collaborate with international aid 
organizations, and supported operations of transportation to encourage live animals 
reaching their natural habitats.  One of the most important transport operations recently 
sponsored by our company, as driven by our social responsibility, was to lead a lion 
and an endangered rhino to their natural habitats. 

Turkish Cargo, acting as the sponsor transporter, and Lawrence Anthony World 
Organization (LAEO), acting as the animal rights organization, supported the 
depressed and tortured baby lion Nathan that had been used in the circus in Ukraine 
for years. The baby lion has been taken to its natural habitat to Southern Africa with its 
three sisters Luca, Charlie and Kai. 

Contributing to natural life sustainability, Turkish Cargo has transported 5 endangered 

rhinos, born under the supervision of experts, from Johannesburg to Shanghai with the 

aim of providing contribution to the sustainability of live animal population.  

Turkish Cargo, provides 24/7 veterinary services in smart Live Animal chambers with 
adjustable temperature systems that is suitable for animal nature in its current cargo 
terminal. Being disinfected and controlled by dedicated teams, Live Animal chambers 
are regularly air circulated. 

Turkish Cargo is targeting a cargo handling capacity of 4 million tons per year with its 
165,000-m2 Mega Hub at the new Istanbul Airport. The modular designed facility will 
enable fast and simple expansion to increase capacity in line with Turkish Cargo’s 
growth strategy.  

The transportation quality and standards occupy the foremost place among Turkish 
Cargo’s concerns, and the carrier is committed to carry out its operations in compliance 
with the applicable international regulations in all its processes to remain caring and 
respectful to animal rights. 


